
Queensgate English Home Learning week 3 and 4 (week beginning 

20th April) 

English week 1:  
Focus:  
SPAG: using apostrophes accurately  

Writing: writing from a specific viewpoint, showing not telling how a character is feeling. 

Resources needed: Oktapodi clip - https://www.literacyshed.com/oktapodi.html, 

paper/purple book 

 

Session 1: SPAG focus – apostrophes. 
 

Complete as many of the challenges as you can (see information sheets at the end of the 

session notes for help if you need it).  If you are confident on using apostrophes, go straight 

to challenge 4. 

 

Online task: https://www.grammar-monster.com/punctuation/using_apostrophes.htm - lots 

of information, video and tasks on this site. 

 

Challenge 1: Using apostrophes for contraction/omission 
 

Complete this table showing the contractions – make sure you add in the apostrophe.  Add 

some more examples of your own to complete the table 

Words  Contractions  Words  Contractions  

I + am  I + have  

Do + not  It + is  

 won’t  Shouldn’t 

    

    
 
Help: 

 
 

https://www.literacyshed.com/oktapodi.html
https://www.grammar-monster.com/punctuation/using_apostrophes.htm


Challenge 2: using apostrophes to show possession (something 

belongs to someone). 
 

 
 
Help: 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Challenge 3: Mixed use of apostrophes.  
 

Take care with this sheet.  Remember the reasons for using an apostrophe - just because a 

word ends in s it doesn’t mean you need an apostrophe! 

 

 
 
 

Challenge 4: demonstrate your knowledge of apostrophes 
 

If confident on using apostrophes both for possession and contraction/omission, show this by 

designing a poster explaining when you need to use apostrophes - include examples and 

drawings/illustrations to show these concepts.  You could even explain when not to use 

apostrophes (common errors seen with apostrophe use). 

Explain to a member of the family what apostrophes are and when to use them giving 

examples. 

Further support: 

https://www.grammar-monster.com/punctuation/using_apostrophes.htm - lots of 

information, video and tasks on this site. 

https://www.grammar-monster.com/punctuation/using_apostrophes.htm


Session 2: create a story map of a film clip 

 
Task: Story map the narrative of the film Oktapodi - 

https://www.literacyshed.com/oktapodi.html from 2 different characters’ POV (you can 

choose the character’s you want to map).  You don’t need to use full sentences but you must 

include enough detail to be able to explain what is happening in the story. You can use the 

pictures to support you or draw your own. 

Possible starting prompts (from the man’s point of view): 1) walking to the shop, 2) pointing 

out which octopus is needed, 3) putting the octopus into the cool box, 4) driving away from 

the shop happy. 

 

Possible layout (this will allow you to add to the information over the next couple of days – I 

would use double pages in your book) 

S
e
ssion 1 

Picture 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What happened I was walking to the 

shop 

Decide on having an 

octopus and make my 

selection 

S
e
ssion 2

 

Characters thoughts 

 

 

 

  

Characters feelings   

How characters show 

these thoughts/feelings 

  

 

Outcome: 2 completed story boards- the story from the 2 different characters viewpoint – 

show it to someone in your family – can they understand the story?  You don’t need to use 

every picture.  Summarise the story by selecting the key points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.literacyshed.com/oktapodi.html


Session 3: Develop the story boards you have written by adding in the 

characters thoughts and feelings. 
 

Task; Watch the video clip again if you need to.  Think carefully about how the characters 

are acting – how we can tell their emotions from how they are behaving.  Add information 

about their thoughts and feelings to your story board. 

Example: 

Session 1 Picture 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What happened I was walking to the 

shop 

Decide on having an 

octopus and make my 

selection 

Session 

2 

Characters thoughts What will I have for 

dinner? Think I will 

have something 

fishy. 

That one looks tasty.  

I think I will be 

adventurous in my 

selection today. 

Characters feelings Happy, carefree Excited, enthusiastic 

How characters 

show these 

thoughts/feelings 

Wandering casually, 

smile on his face 

Talking 

animatedly/talking 

quickly.  Making lots 

of gestures. 

 

Outcome: completed story boards showing the characters different thoughts and feelings at 

different parts of the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 4: Planning session – plan your story  

 
Task: Chose one of the characters you have focused on in the previous 2 sessions.   You will 

retell the story from this character’s viewpoint.  Use today’s session to plan you story.  

Focus on showing emotions not telling the reader how the character is feeling.  How will the 

character be acting which will show how they are feeling?  Use the planning template below.  

You don’t need to map every step of the story.  Group it into the 3 main sections shown 

below. 

 

 
 

Outcome: completed planning sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Extension: 

    

 
 

 



 

Session 5: write the story from the viewpoint of your chosen 

character.  
 

Task: Look at these model texts before you start – which character has written it?  Which 

part of the story is it from? 

Think about your audience – who are you writing this for? The purpose is to entertain – it 

should be amusing/funny. 

   
 

Success criteria 

In your story, you should have:  

Good use of interesting vocabulary  

A range of sentences structures – remember short, snappy sentences to build 

tension; descriptive sentences to add detail. 

 

Accurate punctuation including apostrophes  

Some speech/dialogue to drive the story forward  

Paragraphs   

Add your own personal targets  

 

Outcome: A draft of your story written.  Illustrated if you wish. 

 

 

 

 



 

Week 4 – week beginning 27th April 

Session 6: editing your work 
Work through your story and improve – remember add, improve, check, remove.  This isn’t 

just checking spellings/punctuation.  Really focus on your sentence structures.   

 

Session 7: produce a presentation copy of your work 
 

Think of the different ways you could present your story.  Produce a final copy in your best 

handwriting or typed up.  This could be illustrated.  Please either send me this work or keep 

it so that it can be shown to the High School you are going to. 

 

Session 8: SPAG work – using commas for clarity 
Task: complete these sentences, using commas correctly to clarify the meaning 

of the sentences. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Session 9/10: related writing task 
 

You have 2 options this week: 

1) Write a letter/speech from the viewpoint of the man who got the octopus.  Imagine he 

has gone back to the shop to ask for a refund since the octopus has disappeared or 

perhaps, he is explaining himself to the person he was getting the octopus for. 

2) Write a non-chronological report on octopi.  Think about the different ways you could 

present the information- poster, leaflet, explosion book etc. 

 

Again, you need to make sure you have edited your work carefully. 

 

 

 

EXTRA WORK/SUPPORTING WORK 

English (pupils have passwords for these sites): 
Spelling shed - https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb  
Spelling frame:  https://spellingframe.co.uk/ 
Read Theory: https://readtheory.org/  (be aware of possible pop-ups depending on your 
settings – pop-ups may come up based on your search history) 
Spag.com - https://www.spag.com/ 
Studyzone TV - https://www.studyzone.tv/ 
Classroom secrets: https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/ 
Epic reading – http://www.getepic.com/students   class code is ptn9314 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://readtheory.org/
https://www.spag.com/
https://www.studyzone.tv/
https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/
http://www.getepic.com/students

